
Science Autumn 2 Vocabulary ladder. 
 
 
 

Life cycle 

 
A life cycle is a series of stages a living thing 

goes through during its life. All plants and 

animals go through life cycles. 
 

 

Metamorphosis  

 

 A metamorphosis is a dramatic change that 

some animals and insects go through during their 

life cycles. The change is dramatic, and the baby 

stage looks very different from the adult stage. 
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Growth 

 

 

Growth is an increase in size. Growth takes 

place when cells within a living thing increase in 

size and number. Throughout its life, a living 

thing continues to grow in different ways. 

 

 

Pupa 

 
A pupa is an insect that is in the stage of 

development between a larva and  

a fully grown adult. It has 

a protective covering and does not move. 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fully
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/grow
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/protective
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/covering
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Living things 

 
All living things can move, using their own 

energy. Even though plants stay in one spot, they 

move their leaves to get sunlight. Living things 

are also sensitive, or able to feel. ... Green plants 

make their own food with the help of sunlight. 

Animals eat plants and other animals to get 

energy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


