Rainforest Easter Project

Research: Current issues and how these issues affect the rainforest e.g. deforestation 
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Websites which can help you: 

https://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/physical-features/ecosystems/rainforests/deforestation/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rainforest-habitats
https://www.childrenoftheearth.org/rainforest-for-kids.html
Task:

Write persuasive letter to UK Minister George Eustice giving information on current issues and how these issues affect the rainforest and what we can do to help. Remember to ask the minister to raise these issues in COP26 November 2020.  
The best example letters will be sent to the UK Environmental Minister George Eustice – will yours be one of them?  

Persuasive letter features: 

· Strong opening -who you are / why you are writing.

· Viewpoint of the writer is clear – the reader knows exactly what they are  asking for

· Explanation of reasons

· Persuasive language – must, should

· Openers – furthermore, firstly, in addition, also, as well as… 

· Emotive words are used to persuade e.g. imagine, just think
· Facts / statistics are made up to support arguments and make them more believable e.g. 78% of the Amazon has been destroyed.  
· Persuasive language e.g. surely you must agree, definitely 

· Technical vocabulary 

· Closing paragraph sums up the arguments made by the writer
· Rhetorical questions e.g. would you like to suffer as a result of deforestation?  
· Preempting counter arguments and addressing these
Persuasive language and vocabulary

The question of whether or not...   It is clear that...   It is obvious that...

There can be no doubt that...   There is no doubt that...

If...then...     When...then...   If we continue to...then...

...is necessary because...     it is important to realise that...

There are many reasons why...     

Imagine...   Try to put yourself in...position...

The arguments for...are compelling because...

There are thought to be...     

...rely on...for...     ...provides...for...

Many people agree that...     Many people believe...

It is generally believed to be that case that...

The truth is...    The fact is...   Actually...

In conclusion...     At the end of the day...     So...   therefore...

Fact Sheet – Rainforests

Words that are highlighted in yellow are key vocabulary.  Use as much key vocabulary as you can.  

· In South America alone there are 15,000 – 20,000 species of plant

· The Amazon is the largest rainforest
· It covers 2 million square miles and spans 8 countries

· The rainforests contain 50 – 80% of the world’s biodiversity
· 30 million species of plants and animals – more concentrated biodiversity than anywhere else

· New plants and animals being discovered all the time

· 70% of the world’s rainforests have been destroyed in the past 40 years

· Deforestation for timber, to grow crops (such as bio fuels to run cars and palm oil – a major ingredient in many Western foods) and to develop land

· Deforestation causes soil erosion, which in turn causes floods and landslides as tree roots hold the soil together

· Carbon Dioxide (CO2) is released into the atmosphere when trees are burned

· Trees absorb CO2 and release oxygen (O2)– cleansing our atmosphere 

· Rainforests store half of the world’s rainwater
· Losing the trees could alter the global climate
· Changing the global climate threatens mankind’s survival
· Rainforest also home to indigenous peoples

· Rainforest plants have been used to create life-saving drugs – rosy periwinkle from Madagascar help children recover from blood disease: leukaemia
· It is estimated that around 50 species a day are going extinct from rainforests around the world.  That is one every half an hour!

