Teacher with Guided Group


The Thieves of Ostia

Scroll 1
Page 1

1. Who was ruling the country at this time?

2. ‘Always had a knack’. Find this phrase and read around it. What could it mean? Discuss and learn the right answer! 

3. Why was it still hot on this afternoon?

4. Flavia has a scroll with her. What was she doing with it?

Page 2

1. What type of wood was father’s table made of? 

2. What was her father looking for?

3. Why was it so special?

Page 3

1. Find ‘Flavia mused’. What could ‘mused’ mean? How did you work this out?

2. Why does Flavia say the ring had not been blown by the wind?

3. Why does she believe a person did not take it?

4. What are Gemini?

Page 4

1. ‘There was also a bust of the Emperor Vespasian’. What could a ‘bust’ be?

2. Why did the inkpot ‘blaze’?

3. Why was the inkpot fixed into the desk? 

4. What did Flavia notice?

Page 5

1. The bird ‘rustled’ and ‘flapped’. What impressions does this give you of the bird?

2. How did Flavia work out the bird was the thief?

3. What is ‘bait’? What was used as bait?

Page 6

1. Why did the chain sparkle?

2. Why did Flavia hold her breath and pray?

3. ‘Like a glittering worm’. Why does this author use this simile? To creae what impression?

4. ‘For an instant she hesitated’. Why did Flavia hesitate?

Page 7

‘Her heart sank’. How did this show how Flavia was feeling at this time?

Page 8

1. ‘Her eyes opened in amazement’. Why?

2. Do you think Flavia was right to take the items from the nest? Explain your answer. 

3. Who was making the panting noise at the end of this chapter? 

Scroll II

Page 10

1. ‘ There was only one rational thing she could do’. What do you think ‘rational’ means?

2. What did Flavia do?

3. Copy the description of the dog who seemed to be the leader. Why do you think the dog is described in this way?

Page 11

1. Why do you think Flavia mutters under her breath when she calls the dogs ‘stupid’?

2. ‘As if stung by a bee’. What does this phrase show?

3. Why were Flavia and the boy not moving quickly?

4. What was hanging from the boy’s belt? What was in it?

Page 12

1. Why do you think the boy aimed for the leader to hit with the stone?

Page 13

1. ‘Flavia sobbed with relief’. What does ‘relief’ mean?

2. Why do you think Flavia screamed when she felt a dog’s nose press into her?

3. Whose house had this family moved into?

What was the name of the boy she had met?

Page 14

What was the oil of marjoram needed for? 

What do you think of this new family Flavia has met?

Page 15

1. How did Mordecai know what to do?

2. What did the cushions smell of? 

3. What was done with the balm and strips of linen? (Read on from this page)

Page 16

1. What type of tea did Jonathan make? 

2. What was Flavia fascinated by in the room? 

3. What is the Torah?

4. Why do you think Flavia was surprised that Miriam washed her feet?

5. Find the adjectives used to describe the mint tea.

Page 17

1. How do we know Mordecai was surprised that Flavia had been up a tree?

2. “Flavia stopped short”. Why did Flavia suddenly stop speaking?

3. How long will it take before Flavia’s ankle will be better?

Scroll III

Pages 20 and 21

1. What is Ostia?

2. Why were Flavia and her father going to visit the goldsmith?

3. Why did father insist they see Aurarius the goldsmith rather than anyone else? 

4. What did Flavia want to buy with the money from selling the gold? How much did it cost?

5. What do people usually step on to avoid the dung?

6. Why did Flavia pull her cloak ‘ closer around her shoulders’?

Pages 22 and 23

1. Find the phrase ‘terrifying men’. How does the author describe them so they sound terrifying. 

2. Why did Flavia and her father still greet these men politely?

3. Who was Venalicius? What was his job?

4. His job was ‘illegal’. What does this mean?

5. Why was one of his ears missing?

6. Flavia noticed one of the slaves. This slave ‘looked blank with despair’. What does this mean?

7. How much was the cost of this slave?

Pages 24 and 25

1. What jobs do the slaves end up doing?

2. Why does Flavia cry out in horror when she hears the girl could become a wife?

3. What was the ear ring made of? What is this material?

4. ‘Too bad you don’t have its mate’. What did Aurariius mean by this?

5. Flavia’s hand was trembling as she took the money. Why? 

Pages 26 and 27

1. Where does Flavia want to go to buy her birthday present?

2. Name the three types of seafood that are mentioned that the fishmongers sold. 

3. Who were on the wooden stage? Why do you think they were placed onto a stage?

4. Why does father say that he will buy the slave for Flavia?

5. “Flavia held her breath’. Why did she do this?

Pages 28 and 29

1. Why do you think the slave-dealer make father wait?

2. Father has 600 sesterces from Flavia but the price of the slave has increased to 700. What do you think is going to happen now?

From the three chapters read so far, what is your impression of Flavia? Think of three very different points and back each up with evidence from the text. 

Find six words that show this story is set in ancient times. What do each of these words mean? 
