The Fox Busters
Dick King-Smith

Chapter One
1. Find the word ‘foraging’ on page one. Read the sentence it is in. What could this word mean? 1 mark
2. Page 2: name the two things the hens were attracted to about the sweet. 2 marks
3. What type of sweet was it? What did they do with the sweet? 2 marks
4. What two words are used to describe the surface of the water? 2 marks
5. At the end of the chapter, the fox picked up its prey. What was the prey? 1 mark 
Chapter Two

1. Page 7. There is information in brackets. Find the brackets. Why are the brackets used? 1 mark
2. Page 8. Find three ways chickens are described for the way they look. 3 marks

3. Page 9. Find the word ‘airborne’. Read the sentence it is in. What could this word mean? 1 mark 
4. Find words in the chapter that use a hyphen to connect them e.g. ‘ middle-sized’. 3 marks 
5. What do you think is going to be extraordinary about the chicks that are to be hatched? Explain your answer thinking of what you have read so far 2 marks 
Chapter Three

1. What was the name of the new family of chicks? 1 mark
2. Page 13 How did Massey-Harris stand on his strong legs? 2 marks
3. Page 14: how he is described as being different from his wife? 2 marks
4. Page 15: his wife would tell him off ‘ lash of his lady’s tongue’. What was she telling him off for? 1 mark

5. Page 20: how many weeks had Spiller been waiting for the chicks to hatch? 1 mark
6. Page 20: why do you think the chick’s flight was ‘no great flight’? 2 marks

Chapter Four 

1.Page 24: what are baby foxes called? 1 marks

2. Page 28: how did the foxes make themselves so hungry? 2 marks
3. What plan do you think is being made at the end? Explain your answer. 2 marks 

Chapter Five

1. What are the names found for three chicks? 3 marks
2. What type of cows are being milked? Page 35. 1 mark

3. Page 38: What did Jefferies do in the air? 1 mark
4. Page 39: what was the dog’s kennel filled with? 1 mark

5. Why was Massey-Harris proud of Sims, Jefferies and Ransome? 1 mark
Chapter Six

1. Page 41: what were the four foxes determined about? 1 mark
2. Page 42: what did the foxes do to try and see a chicken? 1 mark
3. Page 43: what was the reason given for why the Foxearth chickens could fly so well? 1 mark
4. What was grown in the fruit pen? 1 mark
5. Last page: what problems did the foxes face in their plan? 2 marks 
Chapter Seven

1. Page 47: what two things does the farmer give the chickens to eat? 2 marks
2. Why were the strawberries dropped on the ground? 2 marks
3. |Page 52: what phrase is used to describe how the chickens watched those in the pen? 1 mark

4. page 53: how many minutes did it take for the chickens to be killed? 1 mark
5. page 54: why do you think Ransome, Sims and Jefferies are feeling horror and fury? Explain why they felt each feeling. 2 marks
6. Copy out the last line of the chapter. It is a short sentence. Why is it written as a short sentence do you think? 2 marks
Chapter Eight

1. Page 56: find the word ‘massacre’. What might this word mean? 1 mark

2. Page 57: how were the chickens described for the way they tasted? 3 marks

3. Page 57: list the animals the foxes said they would not be eating any more now they had found chickens. 

4. Page 59: why do you think the farmer could not sleep? 2 marks

5. What do you think Ransome, Sims and Jefferies said to each other after seeing the other chickens being killed? 3 marks

Chapter Nine

1. Page 68. Write the instructions for boiling an egg
2. What did the three do with their eggs? 2 marks
Chapter Ten
1. Page 77: copy the phrases that describe what the weather is like. 3 marks

2. Page 78-79. What did Ransome want to do to the four foxes? 2 marks 

3. What was in the green house? 1 mark
4. What plan may you have to capture the foxes? 

Chapter Eleven

1. Page 85: why were the rats fat? 1 mark

2. What did the foxes want to learn to climb? 1 mark

3. Why did they want to climb this? 1 mark

4. Sniggered is another word for laughed. Why did the foxes snigger at the end? 1 mark

5. On the last page, what do the foxes think the chicks will make? Copy the phrase 1 mark. 

6. What would you say to the mother hens if you could warn them? 3 marks
Chapter Twelve

1. Why was Massey-Harris angry at the start of the chapter? 2 marks

2. What does Spillers suggest the chickens do to get used to the green house? 2 marks
3. Page 96: how did the foxes trot ? 2 marks

4. Why does Spillers say not to carry out the plan on the foxes just yet? 1 mark 

Chapter Thirteen

1. Page 99. What time does the farmer leave the parlour from milking the cows? 1 mark
2. Where did the farmer get the eggs from? 1 mark 

3. Page 103: why did the foxes know they could not carry out their mission? 1 mark
4. Why does Massey-Harris think the foxes cannot get to the chickens who are looking after their eggs? 
Chapter Fourteen

1. Page 107: what was the water-butt covered by? 1 mark

2. Page 108: why was the tom-cat ‘knocked out cold’? 2 marks
3. Why was the egg hard and not runny inside? 1 mark

4. What were the missiles? 1 mark
5. Last page. Find the word ‘parboiled’. What do you think this could mean? 1 mark

Chapter Fifteen

1. Page 113: why were the eggs not lethal? 1 mark 

2. Page 114: why did Iggy chuckle and snigger? 2 marks

3. How did Ransome, Sims and Jefferies react to him? 2 marks

4. Page 116: what is Spillers cross about and with who? 2 marks

5. What did Massey-Harris misunderstand about the question Spillers asked? 1 mark 
6. What can give the eggs the hard shell they need? 1 mark

7. What is another meaning for being ‘full of grit’? 1 mark

Chapter Sixteen

1. Page 123: what had Ransome inherited from her parents? 2 marks

2. |Page 124-125: what is Ransome still frightened of? 1 mark

3. Page 126: why did Ransome have to rely on her eyes? 1 mark
4. Why were the foxes trying to climb the tree? 1 mark 
5. Page 129-130: what was annoying the foxes about Ransome? 1 mark

6. Page 130: two reasons are given for why Ransome makes her way home. What are they? 2 marks

7. How had Ransome overcome her fear of the foxes? 3 marks

Chapter Seventeen

1. Page 134: what was Massey-Harris standing on when he made his speech? 1 mark

2. Page 136: why did the grass become brown and brittle? 1 mark

3. Page 137: who was the farmer going to feed hay to? 1 mark

4. Why were the foxes happy to see the ladder back in place? 2 marks

Chapter Eighteen

Chapter Nineteen

1. What do the chickens call the foxes? (What do they shout when they see them?) 1 mark

2. Why were the foxes confused? Page 145 

3. Page 146: ‘cold thrill of terror’. This is an interesting phrase. Why do you think it is used? To show what? 1 mark 

4. Who dies in this chapter? How? 2 marks
5. Why were the foxes unable to climb the ladder?
6. Do you think the foxes got what they deserved? Explain fully your answer. 
