
Example questions to help with reading at home:  

 

Inference: 

 What do you think is happening here? (interpret) 

 What happened in this part of the story? What might this mean? (interpret) 

 Through whose eyes is the story told? (deduce) 

 Do you know what might happen next? (deduce) 

 What do we know about….? (deduce/infer) e.g. Sarah was up the tree in her 

best frock. What do we know about Sarah? (deduce)  

 What could this tell us about the character? (infer) 

 

Structure: 

 Where could you find out about... in this book? Where in the book would you 

find...? 

 Is there another way? What the quickest way? 

 How many levels of headings and subheadings does this book have? Are they 

statements or do they ask questions? 

 Which engage the reader more effectively? 

 How do headings help you when you scan the text? 

 What do the headings describe? 

 

Language: 

 What does (word/phrase) mean? Why has the author used this 

phrase/feature? E.g. italics, bold, repetition, simile, exclamation marks, 

headings, bullet points, captions etc. Comment on the effect. 

 What has the author used in the text to make this character 

funny/sad/angry/tense? How effective is this? 

 How has the author used the text to make the situation or event 

angry/tense? Comment on the effect. 

 Think of another more/less emotive word you can substitute here. What 

different effect would your word have? 

 As a reader, how do you feel about...? How has the author created this 

feeling? 

 Which words and phrases tell you that the author is describing...? 

 
 


