The success story of Elon Musk
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Hailing from South Africa, Elon Reeve Musk was born to a Canadian mother and a South African father in Pretoria on June 28, 1971. In his early childhood, he was brought up in South Africa with brother, Kimbal and sister Tosca.  As an introvert child he started being keen on computers. He became a self-taught computer programmer and at the astounding age of 12 he made his first sale of Balstar, his brainchild game software program. 
In 1989, at 17 years of age he moved to Canada, to escape South African military service and to study at Queen’s University.  However, in 1992 he left the city to attend the University of Pennsylvania. He obtained a degree in economics and continued his studies for a second degree in physics. His desire for knowledge was unquenched and thus he headed to Stanford University in California to pursue a PhD in energy physics. The internet rise perfectly coincided with Musk’s further academic ventures and he inevitably dropped out of Stanford after just two days of being there. 
That is when, Musk launched his first company, Zip2 Corporation. Zip2 an online city guide and Musk’s vision of an online yellow pages database soon started providing content for the renowned The New York Times and the Chicago Tribune. A division of Compaq Computer Corporation took wind of this company and decided to purchase it for $307 million in cash and $34 million in stock options. 
His entrepreneurial plans were only beginning, as in 1999 he co-founded X.com, an online financial services and payments company. The acquisition of X.com led to the development of world famous PayPal which in October 2002, was purchased by eBay. 

Not one to rest on his laurels, Musk founded Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, or Space X in 2002 aiming to build spacecraft for commercial space travel. The company attracted the attention of NASA which by 2008 signed a contract with them assigning them the task of transporting cargo for the International Space Station with the future prospective to also carry astronauts. Additionally, Musk’s abiding interest in the future of humanity led him to found Musk foundation which focuses on space exploration and renewable energy sources.
Another important venture by Musk was Tesla Motors, a company devoted to creating mass produced affordable electric cars. Five years after its creation, Tesla Motors presented the world with a Roadster, a sports car capable of travelling approximately 250 miles on a single charge of its lithium ion battery. Partnering with Toyota, Tesla Motors started its public offering in June 2010.
Musk’s boundless inspiration to make the world a more prosperous place for humans resulted in the formation of “Hyperloop” his concept for a new innovative form of transportation. Its unique design will be weather proof and powered by renewable energy. It will transfer commuters in capsules through a network of low-pressure tubes at speeds higher than 700 mph which will effectively reduce commuting time between major cities. 
Artificial Intelligence is one more field which Musk is interested in. Thus, he became co-chairman of OpenAI a non-profit research company which strives to advance digital intelligence to benefit humanity. It also became publically known in 2017 that he was working with Neuralink, a company which aspires to build devices to be implanted in the human brain in order for humans to integrate with software. 
In an act to bolster his environmental ventures for renewable energy advancement Musk’s Tesla Motors purchased Solar City, a solar panels producing company which he helped his cousins start in 2006. He believes that combining the two companies will help “improve the way that energy is generated, stored and consumed”.
In 2016, after Donald Trump’s election Elon Musk was chosen to be part of the president’s plans for massive infrastructure development. He joined the president’s Strategy and Policy Forum and Trump’s Manufacturing Jobs Initiative. However, Trump’s decision to pull out of the Paris Agreement for climate change has led Musk to quit his advisory role. 
[image: image2.png]



Sketch depicting hyperloop capsules 
Reading Comprehension

A. Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. Where was Elon Musk born and raised?

​​​​_____________________________________________________________________________​​​​​_____________________
2. Why did Elon Musk leave Africa?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What did Elon Musk study? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Did Musk get a third degree? Why/Why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is Zip2?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Which company was interested in X.com and bought it?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What is the purpose of Space X?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why did NASA sign a contract with Space X?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is special about Tesla Motor’s Roadster car?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What are the features and functions of the Hyperloop?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. How does Neuralink plan to unify humans with software?

​__________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Why did President Trump invite Musk to be part of his governmental plans?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Tick True (T) or False (F) according to the text.

	QUESTIONS
	TRUE
	FALSE

	1. Elon Musk was a sociable child.
	
	

	2. Musk studied computer programming.
	
	

	3. Musk has a PhD in energy physics.
	
	

	4. Musk created X.com with another person. 
	
	

	5. Space X plans to fly humans to space.
	
	

	6. The Musk foundation does research on fuels.
	
	

	7. The Hyperloop will be affected by the weather.
	
	

	8. The Hyperloop will carry passengers faster than other means of transport.
	
	

	9. Musk is a supporter of the improvement of digital intelligence.
	
	

	10. Solar City makes solar panels.
	
	

	11. Musk used to work alongside Trump’s government.
	
	

	12. Musk supports Trump’s views on environmental issues.
	
	


Vocabulary

A. Complete the sentences with prepositions.

1. George was brought ________ by his grandparents after his parents’ tragic accident.

2. Social workers in our community aspire _______ fight violent behavior among teenagers.

3. Lots of young people are keen _________ studying computer science these days.

4. The newspaper editor took wind ________ the new and upcoming artist whom he offered a job.

5. Environmental organizations strive _______ promote a more eco-friendly lifestyle.

6. After his argument with his teacher, John dropped ________ of college.

7. Mary is not American, she is a refugee and hails _________ Syria.

8. My birthday coincides ________ Christmas day, so we have a double celebration at home.
B. Find a highlighted word or phrase in the text which means the following.

1. People learning something on their own.    s_ _ _ - t_ _ _ _ _

2.  Unbelievably amazing.  a_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
3. Buy something. p _ _ _ _ _ _ _

4. Lasting a long time. a _ _ _ _ _ _ 

5. Undertaking risky actions. v_ _ _ _ _ _ 

6. Combine things to make a whole. i_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

7. Make stronger. b_ _ _ _ _ _

8. Roads, buildings, power supplies etc. i_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C. Match the words and phrases with their definition.

a establish


b interested in


c about, roughly


d travelling distance between someone’s home and work


e happens at the same time


f an idea or invention which is a person’s creation

















1 keen on


2 brainchild


3 coincide


4 found


5 approximately


6 commute







































































