
Opening Minds 

What is Opening Minds? 

It is a set of ‘competencies’ that are 
believed to be important for 
developing children into well 

rounded adult citizens. 



Moral and Ethics

• Following Rules

• Reflect on the Choices we have made

At WEPA, our behaviour policy is based on 
children knowing they make their own choices 
for their behaviour. They are given an 
opportunity to reflect on choices they have 
made and know the consequences. 



Making A Difference

• We can each make a difference to our 
community. 

Do visit the WEPA website to read minutes of 
our School Council meetings. You will be 
impressed with the ways they raise money 
and connect with the local community e.g. 
visiting the local elderly care home. 



Diversity 

At WEPA, we learn to understand different religions 
(we visit different places of worship) and we 
respect everyone regardless of ability. 



Learning Approaches

Which way is the best way? At WEPA, we plan, 
reflect, edit and refine to ensure we make the 
best end products we can. 



Reasoning



Creativity

We want WEPA pupils to 
be creative. WEPA 
pupils get the chance to 
create projects for 
holiday homework to 
present their learning in 
the way they wish. 

Do encourage this! 



Positive Motivation

Being positive and having a 
‘can do’ mindset is 
important to doing well.  



Key Skills

At WEPA, we work hard with the pupils to make 
sure they use the key skills in all of their work. 

Each class has a ‘every time we write’ checklist 
that children must use in their writing. Do get 
a copy of this if you do not have one!

We teach children basic skills in maths and 
computing too. 



Entrepreneurship

Encourage your child to experiment and 
innovate. You never know what he / she may 
end up creating for the future. 



Emotional Intelligence

Those with emotional 
intelligence are aware of 
what is going on around 
them. They pick up on how 
others are feeling. They 
can make social 
connections. This is so 
important and helps 
people to feel listened to 
and understood. 



Leadership



Research

Get your child into the 
habit of researching. We 
always promote our 
termly topics and these 
are on the website too. 
We want our pupils to 
come into lessons 
asking questions from 
their research. 



Reflection

We offer WEPA pupils lots of experiences, both in the 
classroom and out. However it is important that pupils 
take time to reflect on what has been learnt or seen. 
This truly embeds the learning. Do ensure your child 
has their own reflection journal to store their thoughts. 



Teamwork



Coaching

Coaching is when you encourage a person to 
realise how to achieve something rather than 
just telling them. When someone realises how 
to do something it empowers them to carry 
out the actions. 



Communication

At WEPA we do use more sophisticated ways for 
our children to communicate than see above!

Pupils get to write, draw, use IT tools, give 
speeches etc to get their point of view across. 



Feelings and Reactions

We carry out a lot of work with our pupils on 
appropriate reactions in situations. Our PSHE 
work helps pupils to acknowledge their 
feelings and how to cope with these.



Self Management



Coping with Change

One of the opening minds competencies is 
instilling strategies into young people so they 
can cope with change. Sometimes a change 
can throw us of course but it does not need 
to. 



Risk Taking



Opening Minds

As you can see, there are many, many useful 
skills outlined in the Opening Minds 
Competencies. 

At WEPA we do not teach these skills as separate 
lessons but will ensure we weave these into 
the work we offer the children. 

You can easily practise the skills at home too. 

A copy of this presentation will be on the 
website in: Curriculum Opening Minds. 


